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constitutional advisers, and thus ignored the very
sound counsel of Lord Irwm given at a State banquet
during his Viceroyalty, that the Rulers, once they
appoint their Ministers after careful selection, should
repose absolute trust in them It is a matter of
common knowledge that in regard to many of the
grievances of the people, especially those relating to
the form of government, the retrenchment of
extravagant expenditure, the absence of facilities
for representations by the people, the corrup-
tion in the public services, the inadequate facilities
for the education of the masses and the impartial
recruitment to the State services of all grades, the
Maharaja was continuously kept informed of the
needs of the administration. But he preferred to
follow the line of his own judgment.
One of the untoward political events in Kashmir
in recent years was the disciplinary action taken by
His Highness against those who were instrumental
in presenting a petition to the Viceroy when he visited
Kashmir in 1926. Two of the most influential
Moslem jagirdars were deprived of their places
m the Durbar and their property was confiscated.
It was after repeated representations from these
individuals, and also considerable agitation in the
Press outside Kashmir, that His Highness was
persuaded to cancel his order and restore the privi-
leges as well as the jagirs to the aggrieved parties.
The feeling that was roused amongst the Moslem